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NovembQ./l., 21, 1995
21 Bo.ta..n. Vuve..
Hu..r0t-Lng.ton. S..ta-., NY 11746

D~ M4. Hu..ndt,

I am w4L~n.g .to you.. ~ ~ concQ./l.,ne..d V~e..WQ./l., ~n.d ~dvo~e.. ~04

q~y C~d4e..n.'~ p~og4amm~n.g. The.. C~d4e..n.'~ re..te..v~~on. Act. o~

1990 w~ -Ln.te..nde..d .to P40VUe.. e..du..c..a..tiona..-€- ~n.d -L~04m~0n.a..t v-Le..w-Ln.g
~ o~ you..n.g pe..op.te.., yu U. ~ be..e..n. co~y v-Lo.ta..t..e..d ~n.d/ 04
d~~e..ga4de..d ~~n.Ce.. u.~ ~n.ce..p~on. T~ n.on.comp~n.ce.. ~ n.O.t gOn.e..
u..n.n.oUce..d, ~n.d ~ b e..e..n. e..x...Vt.-eme..ty d~~p p o-Ln..t~g .

R~hQ./l., .t~n. con.c.tu..d~g t.~ t.e..te..V~..LOn. ~ j~.t one.. m04e.. ha.:z.a4d
-6~om WMch cU.td~e..n. m~t be.. p~o.te..ct.e..d, U. ~ my hope.. t.~ t.ho.oe.. -Ln.
c~ge.. o~ .the.. p40g4amm-Lng W~ ..ta-h..e.. ~~h~ ~e...opoM..Lb~y ~o~ .the..
w~~~e.. 0-6 t.~ n.a....:t).,on.' ~ you..n.ge..~ poptL.ta.Uon..

I ~ge.. you.. t.o p~~e.. ~u..ppo~ ~e..g~on..o ~e..q~ng ~

~~o~b.te.. amou..n.t 0-6 q~y, e..du..~o~, ~n.d e..n.joy~b.te..

p40g.;r.amm~n.g t.o be.. p~ovUe..d ~ o~ ch..L.td~e..n.. C~e..n.t.ty, t.h~e.. ~e.. VQ./l.,y
-6e..w ~u.ch .ohow~ ~n.d e-ve..n. -6e..we..~ oppo~nU-Le..~ ~o~ chUd~e..n.to ~e..e..

t.hem be..~e.. t.he..y ~e.. be..-Lng 'IS o~ce..d ou...t by o.the..~ p~e...oe..~OM.

Tha-nk you.. v~y mu..ch, -Ln. ~dv~n.ce.., ~ o~ ~e..cogn...Lz~ng you..~

ob.t.-Lg~o.n. .to p~o.te..c.t .the.. -Lnte..~e..~.t.o o~ t.ho~e.. me..mbe..~ o~ ou..'t
commu..n.«y who ~e..ty on. you..'t ju.dgme..n.t the.. mo~t.

~o. of Copi88 rec~ 0
LlstABCDE
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Monica Warnock

Box 577545

Georgetown University

Washington, DC 20057

Dear Chairman Hundt,

November 22, 1995

DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGtNAL

As a student of child development, I would like to urge you to

consider the importance of educational television for children in
today's climate of change. What the networks' pretend to consider

educational is a disgraceful representation of the way that

children's needs are brushed aside in today I s television. Children

have impressionable minds which we as adults need to be aware of. The

airwaves belong to all the people. We need the FCC to make it clear to

the networks that if they wish to use our airwaves, then they must

make an effort to produce a minimum of quality television that is

useful.

The television shows that NBC, CBS, FOX and ABC have listed as having

educational value should be viewed by the FCC. These shows are

shamefully deficient in any sense of educational value. Often they

are violent, senseless, and intended only to sell products. The FCC

needs to enforce the rules that the networks are ignoring.

What children view on the television set has influence on what they

think. Please consider this when the licenses are up for renewal.

Don't accept lame excuses. The networks are fully aware of what has

been asked of them. They have chosen to ignore the Children's

Television Act thus far. It's time to make a decisive stand for what

is fair.

Sincerely,

~~4M~~
Monica Warnock

No. of Copies rec'd._.-;:D _
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November 20,1995

ReedEHundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, OC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:
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My name is Yolanda Hawkins and I am a student at Georgetown
University. Currently, I am enrolled in a course entitled Children and
Technology. One aspect of the course consist of viewing television
programs that are geared toward children and evaluate their ability to
deliver prosocial and educational messages. The networks that were
examined included Fox, ABC, and CBS. Of the three networks, none of them
fulfilled the requirements of the Children1s Television Education Act.
Together the total amount of time allotted to prosocial and educational
programs was 3-4 hours per week.

Another problem that should be addressed is the increase
violent/aggressive message that is being delivered to the young viewers.
Instead of producing quality educational shows the networks are
bombarding their young audience with material that advocate violent
behavior. The major theme of children1s television is centered around this
negative hostile conduct. As support.ed by extensive research. children tend
to imitate the actions that are frequently exposed to them. Increasing the
number of quality educational and prosocial programs would not only be
beneficial to the youth, but to society as a whole. With this in mind, I am
writing to encourage the FCC to become more active in making sure that the
networks provide quality material for the children of the United States of
America.

Thank you for listening to my concerns and I hope that this letter will
provide some insight.
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Sincerely,

l1nJA __ lJ_~
~~awkins
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Mr. Hunt
Chairman
Federal Conunuaications Commission
1919 M. St.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hunt,

Christina Spagnuolo
3729 Winfield Ln. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007
(202) 298-8047

OOCKE1 F\lE COp¥. OR\G\~~lTI/
l/l/TTif --! f'

November 21,1995

I am presently taking a course at Georgetown University in which we are
studYiaa the effects of television on children and their development. On
Saturday, Nov_ber 11, 1995, I watched Fox from 7:00 AM. until 12:00
noon. I assessed its content for educational and informational
progranuning which the Children's Television Act of 1990 requires
broadcasters to provide. Of the ten prosrams I watched, only two had
educationalandlmormational value; Where iIl.fJ1e World is carmen San
1Ie&Oand~. The public service announcements,.~
Kids, were educational, prosodal and are very beneficial in childhood
development yet they only make up under fifteen minutes of a five hour
period Mydasanates watched ABC and CBS attempting to learn if enough
educational consent were in the programs on both of these networks. They
found ABC to cd)' have two educational and informational pl'OIf'amS,
~taDd ' • ABC also bad~Rock
which was eKUeD1ely educational but only two and a half minutes long.
CBS was found to have three educational prosrams,_c,
~ aI1d BaJpnan's World. All three stations provide leas than
an hour and fifteen minutes of educational and informational programs in
a five hour time period.

There need·~.!more programs that coe1ain educational and
iDformadonal _tent. If other interesting shows litem._• .mm
is~~ were created, there·would be a market fot" as
well as a ftl8IDI'lOr children to learn while partaking in their favorite past
time, watehillg Udevision. You are in a position to make a difference in the
lives of chiklrell across the United States. Please Help!

Sincerely,

CJu-w~ CZfa-ar l-U;{ltJ
Christina SPI'IIluoio

No. of Copies rac'd 0
ListABCOE
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November 21,1995

Jason J. Lee
3348 Prospect Street NW
Washington, DC 20007

Reed E. Hundt
Chair, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt,

I am writing in concern ofchildren's television programs. The concern is about the
educational value that these programs mayor may not contain. After taking a course in
college about the subject, I have learned that television does have a significant impact on
viewers, especially with children. I have watched several current cbitdren's programs, and
I have come to the conclusion that a lot ofthe shows are not providing a sufficient amount
ofinformational or educational material.

Although there are shows that provide characters with pro social behaviors, I betieve
many ofthe behaviors are not clearly expressed to children. It seems that some programs
are also hard for them to understand.N~ there could be more programs
available that are educational and informational. These shows should also be avdable
during various times within the week, and not only shown in one particular time or day.

I hope that members ofthe FCC considers this topic to be an important issue. Children
view televisioJl during many hours of the week, and can acquire a lot of informIaicm in
doing so. It would seem appropriate for them to learn some type ofmaterial thIt is of
importance, while watching television. I believe that the major broadcasters shoutd be
required to show a certain number ofbours that deal with educational and information
material.. I also suggelt that this requirement should definitely be followed. aDd ,to make
sure that the broadcasters provide this, a fine could be established.

I realize that it takes time and money for this to happen, but it seems worthwhile for
childrea to become exposed to positive materials. I am not saying that all of the programs
for children are negative and that aU ofthem should be educational and informational.
However, I do believe there should be at least an even distribution ofthe type or....erial
that is shown throughout the day. I hope the FCC will seriously consider this issue.

Thank you,

/ 'i!-7YY} I LJl //."
/ • / • .0{..{'

// }'son J. Lee / /
I

-..



- ,-- EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

3422 0 Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20007
November 21, 1995

rJlvt'fl

I am writing this letter in regard to the ongoing debate involving the
enforcement of providing educational and pro-social programming for children
by broadcasters. The Children's Television Act of 1990, requiring broadcasters
to provide educational and informational programming to young viewers, is an
important and necessary aspect in regulation of broadcasting. Too often
children are neglected as an audience because of their lack of abiUty to meet
advertisers' needs as a viable market. Children are being bombarded with
violent and action packed shows, yet the educational and pro-social aspects
that we should be instilling in our children are falling by the wayside.

Children's programming has been focused around creating shows based
on the success of marketed toys. Advertisers utilize violence in cartoons to elicit
attention and heighten awareness of children in order to deliver a carefully
timed advertisement. It is unfortunate that the well-being of children's
intellectual growth and development is being abandoned in favor of the
capitalist dollar.

Studies have shown that certain formal features for programs can be
utilized to raise children's attention without using violence; for example, sound
effects, rapid action, scene changes, and music can be used to capture
children's attention. Thus, there would be a compromise between appeasing
the advertisers and providing an educational and pro-social media environment
for children.

I recently viewed Saturday morning cartoons and was shocked to find
that between 7 a.m. and 12 p.m., only half of the programs were devoted to
children. Some of the shows viewed were attempting to be informative, yet
others were still laced with violence and non-educational content. Thus, it
seems necessary to regulate the content of children's programming in order to
insure that children will not fall victim to a perception. of their environment as
wholly violent.

Several strides have been made in creating educational environments
which are entertaining, yet they are not being implemented. Perhaps if
broadcasters were forced to move in this direction, a plet~ra of forms could be
created which may make significant differences in the development of children
as educated and pro-social participants in society. Thank you for your attention
to this critical issue involving the well-being of children.

Sincerely,

K~~·~
No. of CoPieI rec'd~_O__
ListABCOE

Kristin M. Hosmer
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November 20,1995

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I have spent the last three years writing and developing the format for a children's radio station. The
culmination of my effort is Dynamo Radio- HAir play For Kids." The programming design provides a
full range ofaudio entertainment for pre-school through pre-teen kids (see enclosure).

My initial on-air goal is to estlIbtish Dynamo Radio here in San Diego. I basically have four potential
options in which to do this. Those options are as follows:

OPTION #1- CONVINCE AN EXISTING RADIO STATION TO CHANGE FORMATS

This first option is the least appealing since the control of Dynamo Radio programming would be under
the~t ofanother oompIIly. Pbi1osophies might be different. Commitment to kids
programming may not be as strong. An existing station's overhead would be far, far greater than mine. It
would get Dynamo Radio on the air, but with a lot ofcompromise.

OPTION #2- LEASE THE AIR. TIME OF AN EXISTING RADIO STATION

This would entail c:onttactin.g with. an existing station to lease out their frequency. Dynamo Radio would
then take control of the programming and broadcast over that frequency. Though it is true that this
option would allow Dynamo Radio to get on the air, the constraints would be the same that any lessee
experiences. This option is financially troublesome. A good portion of the Dynamo Radio income would
go towaRI the lease instead ofbeil1g used for development ofbetter kids programming.

OPTION #3- PURCHASE AN EXISTING RADIO STATION

Due todle high cost that even a floundering AM radio station would command, this option is not possible
without ljCII1Ie nuior financial support. Dynamo Radio has a definite interest in investing in a station if it
had~ hclp from SOIM major benefactors. Dynamo would greatly appreciate any ideas, contacts, or
interested parties that you know. Purchasing an existing station, though quite costly, would create the
type ofuninhibited freedom to allow Dynamo Radio to really take off and soar. It would give kids radio a
solid opportunity to establish a strong toe-hold and broad listener base.

No. of CoDiea rec'd
List ABCOe ~---
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OPTION #4- SECURE AN OPEN FREQUENCY FROM THE FCC

This is the best..of tile four. Iftile Federal Communications Commission would grant Dynamo
Radio a license to bmIdcast then kids radio in San Diego would become a reality. I believe this option is
the most financially feaSl'ble. It doesn't require tile same high level ofoutside financial aid necessary as
with the purchase ofaD exisUng station. The yearly budget would be smaller thus allowing Dynamo
Radio to oJfer advertising rates that even the smaller, local businesses could afford.

The problem with this option is that Dynamo Radio has already had an engineer perform a preliminary
study on the available. San Die&O frequencies. A couple of frequencies could be utilized. However, based.
on the Iwdlllllllber.8IIbIliaIl RSUlts, radio staUooson~ t'requeDaes oomiIt& out ofOruge
County cause supposod interfereoce. However, San Diegans cannot even receive these Orange County
transmissions. Ifyou tune in the frequencies in question all you get is static.

What Dynamo Radio is proposing is that the FCC grant a low power, Class C AM DIdio ration 1iQmse.
This would allow 0yDam0 Radio to serve San Diego and its immediate SUlTOUIIdings. Dynamo would
even adjust its signal so that it doesn't even come close to impeding on any Orange County stations
(which it probably wouldn't anyway). I find it very distressing that radio stations that one cannot even
receive in Saa Diego are kooping a wonderful project like Dynamo Radio from using available
frequencies. Dynamo's planned usage for such a frequency has a far reaching, positive impact on the
children ofthe area. It would be terrible if such a distant, inaudible hindrance would keep this voice of,
and for the kids, silenced.

DynamoRadio's main concern is that it gives the youth of this area an opportunity to cultiwate the interest
in the wonderJUl medium of radio. Right now, there is so little for the kids on the radio waves. Most of
the time the children have to listen stations the adults and older siblings happens to like. Dynamo Radio
wants to clumge that unfortunate fact. Dynamo would greatly appreciate any help you could provide.
Specifically:

a. help cooviDa: the FCC to grant a frequency to DynamoRadio.
b provide any information on poeential investors, sponsors, and/or supporters.
c. offer your personal endorsement for Dynamo Radio (if, in fact, you believe it is a worthwhile concept).
d meet with you personally to discuss DynamoRadio in detail.

Thank you very much for your time. I respectfully request your response and await with great
anticipation.

Dynamo Radio

enclosure: Dynamo Radio overview

A'R:PLAV'



DynamoRadio offers an innovative, wholesome format for a population specifically targeted by the Federal
Communications Commission as needing more attention from broadcasters...specifically children.

DynamoRadio features a format for kids from three to thirteen. The programming is lively, fun, and
educational that encourages the growth ofboth brains and bodies. It is radio that teaches kids to see with
their minds, stretch their imasinations, and develop such powerful internal strengths that a positive self
image becomes a welcome fringe benefit to this abundant source ofentertainment

DynamoRadio is programmed to greet children each morning with a mixture offeatures to belp younger
children start their day and cIuqe up ICbooIlIIC kids as they prepare for school. Musie, exercise, the
morning fable, school news, student star segments, human interest stories and kids oriented hard news are
just some ofthe programs that fill the time slots before school.

During the morning, midmorning and early afternoon hours, DynamoRadio shifts its focus ofattention to
pre-school school children. A blend ofeducational features, coincide with fascinating stories, interactive
radio events and music for the young listeners.

As the older kids start coming home from school, DynamoRadio slowly seques to features for the school
age kids. Stories, DynamoRadio featurettes, campus news, kids oriented hard news, and interactive radio
events for the big kids carry the afternoon.

The later afternoon offers a music break segment featuring contemporary and past favorite's music for
kids. The music is caretUlly screened so that songs containing violent, profane, and/or suggestive lyrics
are not aired. The music will be upbeat and the host will interact with prearranged "cub reporters" and
impromptu guests who will inform the audience ofdaily campus events and current happenings that are of
interest to kids.

DynamoRadio takes a nostalgic tum during the evening hours. Radio plays and stories from past and
present are featured for the enjoyment ofkids (and parents). These entertaining programs are designed to
either help tuck young ones in for the night and/or provide an excellent source ofentertainment for older
kids and their folks. The final hour ofkids programming (9:00 PM to 10:00 PM) is set aside for more
kids' tunes. It features a selection of mellow contemporary and past favorites. The music during this
evening segment is meant to entertain and help listeners unwind.

The philosophy of DynamoRadio is that (with rare exception) all kids targeted by its programming should
be in bed and asleep after 10:00 PM. Therefore the remainder of its broadcast day is set aside for parents.
A two-hour parents show follows the daily kids programming. This feature is a combination call-in talk:
show and informative program with guests from a variety ofbackgrounds and professions that will offer
entertaining, informative insights into issues that pertain to kids.

In general, DynamoRadio gives children a chance to tune past all the programming on radio that is
directed quite a good distance over their heads. They can finally tune to that Unique spot on the dial that
is just for them. A station to which they will listen with enthusiasm and devotion...DynamoRadio.


